From: Steve Loe <steveloe0l@gmail.com>

Subject: Camp Hume Expansion

Date: January 5, 2026 at 5:19:54 AM PST

To: elena.barragan@Ius.sbcounty.gov

Cc: Hugh Bialecki <habialeckidmd@gmail.com>, Steven Farrell <stevencfarrell@gmail.com>, Karla Kellems
<karlakellems@gmail.com>, "Harrison, Danelle - FS, CA"

<Danelle.Harrison@usda.gov>, josua.direen@usda.gov, Eric.Chan@wildlife.ca.gov, "John M Taylor@fws.gov"
<John M Taylor@fws.gov>, Bridger Zadina <bridger zadina@yahoo.com>, "Martinez, Edith@Wildlife"
<edith.martinez@wildlife.ca.gov>, Timothy Krantz <tim _krantz@redlands.edu>

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this very important project and for having a quick public meeting to
learn and discus public concerns. Please reply acknowledging receipt so | have a record of your receipt of these
comments.

I am a retired Forest Service wildlife biologist that had the responsibility of making sure Forest Service activities
considered and protected, to the extent feasible, healthy wildlife habitat and populations for current and future
generations. | worked in the Hume Camp area and surrounding habitat for 40 years.

This area is very important to wildlife. As stated in the Biology report, the undeveloped portion of the property
that will be developed is high quality habitat for California spotted owl, San Bernardino flying squirrel, and
southern rubber boa. These are all imperiled species in Southern California. The area supports a large diversity of
plants and animals. The biology report states that the newly developed areas proposed in this project will no
longer be suitable habitat for these species with the construction and human use.

I have been working with County staff and developers for 40 years designing projects to maintain wildlife and
ecological values on developing properties.

The permanent loss of habitat for the imperiled species is significant on-site and in terms of long-term survival in
the San Bernardino Mountains. The biological impacts of this proposal have been severely underreported in the
environmental impact report. The biology report also minimized effects based on limited on-site studies. The few
on-site visits provided for an overall evaluation of species potential on-site based on habitat. However, off-site
impacts of user created trails, erosion from increased flows due to hardened areas, increased lighting, noise
disturbance, use of and importance of the site for deer and mountain lion seasonally including movement between
summer and winter range, and effects on Deep Creek plants and animals were not assessed.

Other proponents for large San Bernardino County projects with significant loss of high value habitat for
threatened, endangered, and Forest Service Sensitive species have been required to mitigate by purchasing and
protecting mitigation lands or dedicating undeveloped portions of the property to long-term preservation through
a permanent conservation easement. This project needs to do the same.

The Forest Service should have been involved in the planning for this project as they are managers of the
surrounding habitat. The Forest Service has mapped the spotted owl home ranges and nesting, roosting

and foraging habitat. This should be evaluated and discussed. The Forest Service GIS should be consulted for
species information such as spotted owl nesting, roosting and foraging habitat.

The amount of habitat that will be adversely affected for the imperiled species needs to include the area that will
require fuels treatment to protect life and property. Mitigation measures need to mitigate or compensate for the
loss of this severely altered habitat as well.

Trails that will be used as part of the development need to be identified and mitigation measures included in the
proposal. There needs to be a plan included to prevent the creation of user created trails and the resulting erosion
and wildlife disturbance. Camp access to the Deep Creek Wild, Scenic and Recreational River (Deep Creek) needs to
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be discussed and impacts mitigated. If there are existing trails that access Deep Creek, they need to be disclosed
and impacts of far greater numbers of campers needs to be described and mitigated for.

The increased night lighting needs to be be discussed and designed to be directional and be directed away from
the wild areas of the property. The amount of area affected by lighting needs to be quantified and mitigated for.

Due to the importance of the site to so many imperiled and other species, the proponent needs to consult with
California Fish and Wildlife as well as the Forest Service on ways to reduce impacts of the development on adjacent
public lands and on-site.

The water source for additional planned development needs to be identified and not left up to some future date.
The impact of taking water from whatever source is chosen on water quality and quality in Deep Creek and
perennial springs and streams downstream need to be described and mitigated to the greatest extent possible.

The ponds on site must be managed to insure that non-native fish, frogs and other aquatic species do not become
established and be subject to washing into Deep Creek, a Wild Trout Stream and Wild and Scenic River which
supports imperiled species that would be harmed.

There needs to be a serious discussion of the cumulative effects on mountain flora and fauna and how this project
contributes to the loss of habitat and ecosystem function. This project area is very important habitat locally and for
its contribution to the continued functioning of the mountain ecosystem as a whole. Impacts should be avoided
and mitigated to the greatest extent possible.

| agree with Dr. Krantz regarding the need for a full EIR and additional public and agency involvement.
Please keep me informed as the project progresses. Feel free to contact me if you have any questions regarding

these comments.

Steve Loe, Certified Wildlife Wildlife Biologist, TWS.
33832 Nebraska St, Yucaipa, CA 92399.
909-809-9980



