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CAL FIRE, Timber Harvesting, and the California Forest Practice Rules 
 
 
On January 5, 2026, California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) 
San Bernardino Unit Resource Management staff were made aware of the Hume SoCal 
Campground Expansion Project posted on CEQANet.  Based on the documentation 
available on CEQANet, it appears the proposed project is subject to compliance with the 
California Forest Practice Rules. 
 
CAL FIRE’s Role in Timber Harvesting 
 
CAL FIRE enforces the California Forest Practice Rules (FPRs), the laws that regulate 
logging on privately-owned lands in California.  CAL FIRE ensures that private landowners 
abide by these laws when harvesting trees.  Compliance with the FPRs applies to all 
commercial harvesting operations regardless of ownership size. 
 
Commercial Harvesting Operations 
 
Several criteria must be met to qualify timber harvesting as a commercial harvesting 
operation, as per the FPRs: 

1. The land must qualify as TIMBERLAND: (Public Resource Code (PRC) §4526): 
“means land, other than land owned by the federal government and land 
designated by the board as experimental forest land, which is available for, and 
capable of, growing a crop of trees of a COMMERCIAL SPECIES used to produce 
lumber & other forest products, including Christmas trees. 

2. The species of trees being harvested must be COMMERCIAL SPECIES: §895.1 of 
the FPRs identifies COMMERCIAL SPECIES for each of the 3 Forest Districts in 
the state.  In the Southern Forest District, some of these species include: 

a. Ponderosa, Coulter, Sugar, & Jeffrey Pine 
b. White & red fir 
c. Incense Cedar 
d. California black oak 

3. TIMBER OPERATIONS must be conducted (PRC §4527): “means the cutting or 
removal, or both, of timber or other solid wood forest products, including Christmas 
trees, from TIMBERLANDS for COMMERCIAL PURPOSES, together with all the 
incidental work. 
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4. COMMERCIAL PURPOSES (as referenced in PRC §4527) includes: (A) the cutting 
or removal of trees that are processed into logs, lumber, or other wood products 
and offered for sale, barter, exchange, or trade, or (B) the cutting or removal of 
trees or other forest products during the conversion of TIMBERLANDS to land uses 
other than the growing of timber. 

 
Conversion of Timberland 
 
As per PRC §4621, “A person who owns timberlands that are to be devoted to uses other 
than the growing of timber shall file an application for conversion with the board (California 
Board of Forestry and Fire Protection).  “Uses other than the growing of timber” includes, 
but is not limited to, “residential or commercial developments, production of other 
agricultural crops, recreational developments, ski developments, water development 
projects, and transportation projects” (PRC §4621(c)). 
 
If more than 3 acres of Timberland are to be converted to a non-timber growing use, a 
Timber Harvest Plan and Timberland Conversion Permit must be prepared by a 
Registered Professional Forester (RPF) and submitted to the applicable CAL FIRE Review 
Team Office.  If less than 3 acres of Timberland are to be converted to a non-timber 
growing use, and the other criteria identified in §1104.1 of the FPRs are met, a Less Than 
3-Acre Conversion Exemption can be prepared by an RPF and submitted to the applicable 
CAL FIRE Review Team office. 
 
 
 
For more information regarding compliance with the California Forest Practice Rules, it is 
recommended to consult with an RPF.  A list of RPFs can be found at the following 
website: https://bof.fire.ca.gov/projects-and-programs/professional-foresters-
registration/rpf-crm-rosters/. 
 
If you have any other questions, comments, or concerns please do not hesitate to contact 
me. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
David Haas, RPF #2950 
CAL FIRE San Bernardino Unit Forester 
(909) 881-6955 
David.Haas@fire.ca.gov 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CC: Candyce Burnett, Kimley-Horn and Associates 
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