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Green Valley Lake has about 1050 properties and is located at the dead-end of Green Valley Lake
Rd, a four*mile'long naffow, winding 2-lane road. ln addition to GVL residents, there are three camps

{including Hume} located along this road, annenfly totaling up to about another'1300 campers that will
ned to use that road in case of evacuation.

GVL is cunently working to become a Firewise community, and during our community eValuation with

Cal Fire, one of our biggest challenges noted is that we only have one road out (only one means of
egress) in the event of evacuating during a wildfire.

According to Califomia Fire Code, section 503.1.2, secondary acess may be rcquired if the singular
egress is vulnerable to vehicle congestion, terrain issues, or climate conditicns - GVI- road

experiences allthree of these conditions, and so should require secondary egress.

Assembly Bill {AB} 2911 (Friedman, 2018), which added Section 4290.5 to the Public Resources

Code, requires the Board of Forestry and Fire Protection (Board), in consultation wtth the State Fire
Marshal and localjurisdictions, to identify existing subdivisions with over 30 homes in State
Responsibility Areas or Very High Fire Hazard SeveriS Zones that are at high fire risk and lack a
secondary escape rcute. The Board, State Fire Marshal, and localgovemment are also tasked with
developing recommendations to enhance the fire safety of these subdivisions. The Subdivision
Review Program is led by the Board of Forestry and Fire Protection, involving consultation with CAL
FIREs Ofhce of the State Fire Marshal. According to the Cal Fire assessment of GVL in 2024, we are
both a State Responsibility Area and also located in a Very High Fire Severity zone. This report
officially recomrends to add a seeondary egress forthe community of GVL:
https://seruicesl.arcgis"com{UJYloStSATEHvfZarcgis/resUserviceslSubdivisionq_Public_VIEW_vZlF
eature$erverlOl2S2 1 lattachmentsl?frs0
During the Slide Fire (2007}, GVL lost nearly 100 homes and businesses in the wildfire; fire crews had
to sunender and withdraw from fire fighting at 10p an 10122ft007 due to fears of becoming trapped
due to single egress road; fire then bumed unchecked, except for citizens that remained behind with
hoses, risking life and limb.
ln addition to wildfire and evacuation needs, the community of Green Valley Lake was cut off for
weeks from neighh,oring towns and the 18 highuey during Snowmageddon. Community mernhrs ran
out of necessities and supplies, which had to be dropped off by helicopters until the road could
eventually be cleared-

As we saw in Paradise during the 2018 Camp Fire, there was effectively only one primary
evacuation roub, the four-lane road known as Skyway, which led to severe trafic gridlock. This lack
of sufficient exit routes was a major issue during the fire, confributing to the chaos and trapping many
residents in traffic as the firestorm ripped through the town. City officials have since worked to
improve the situation by adopting new protocols for converting roads into one-way evacuation routes
and paving an additional forebt road north of Paradise to serve as another escape path.

Considering the history of this area, the isolated nature of this communi$, and the extreme
vulnerability of our singular access road, it would be short-sighted and reckless to increase the
population pressure on this road by another 3000 people without adding another avenue of egress.
One fallen tree wuld trap thousands of residents and camp attendees in a senseless tragedy.


