
FORMAL CEQA OBJECTION & PUBLIC SAFETY COMMENT 

Hume Camp Expansion  Green Valley Lake, CA 
Proposed Increase: 250 Campers to 3,000 Campers 

To: 
1. San Bernardino County Land Use Services Department – Planning Division 
2. San Bernardino County Fire Protection District 
3. CAL FIRE – San Bernardino  
4. San Bernardino County Office of Emergency Services 

From: 
GVL Recreation, Mountain Community Alliance,(MCA), the GVL Disaster Team, 
Community businesses, and local residents of Green Valley Lake, California 

Re: CEQA, Fire Safety, Traffic, and Land Use Incompatibility Objection 

INTRODUCTION 

GVL Recreation, Mountain Community Alliance,(MCA), the GVL Disaster Team, 
Community businesses, and local residents of Green Valley Lake submit this formal 
objection under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) to the proposed 
expansion of Hume Camp from approximately 250 campers to 3,000 campers. 

This proposal represents a twelvefold population increase at the end of a single-access, 
dead-end mountain roadway, located within a Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone 
(VHFHSZ). The project presents demonstrable, foreseeable, and potentially 
catastrophic public safety, wildfire evacuation, transportation, and land use conflicts that 
cannot be mitigated through standard conditions of approval. 

1. CEQA WILDFIRE & EVACUATION IMPACTS – APPENDIX G (XVII – WILDFIRE) 

Under CEQA Guidelines Appendix G, Section XVII, a project results in a significant 
impact if it: 

• Substantially impairs evacuation during a wildfire 

• Exposes people to new or worsened wildfire risks 

• Relies on inadequate emergency access 

The project site and Green Valley Lake are served by only one two-lane, winding 
mountain road with NO secondary emergency access route. The evacuation of: 

• 3,000 campers 



• Camp staff 

• Tour buses 

• Supply vehicles 

• PLUS the residents and visitors of Green Valley Lake 

is not physically achievable within accepted wildfire evacuation standards. 

This constitutes a significant and unavoidable impact requiring a FULL 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT (EIR) per CEQA Guidelines §15064 & 
§15126.2. 

2. SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY DEVELOPMENT CODE VIOLATIONS 

This proposal is inconsistent with multiple provisions of the San Bernardino County 
Development Code, including but not limited to: 

Fire Safety & Emergency Access 

• Development Code Chapter 7 – Public Safety 

• Section 82.13 – Fire Hazard Development 
Requires adequate emergency access, evacuation capacity, and fire-flow 
standards. The site fails compliance due to single-point ingress/egress. 

• Subdivision & Road Standards (Title 8) 
Require roadway capacity sufficient for project-generated emergency traffic—this 
mountain road does not meet high-occupancy evacuation capacity. 

Land Use Compatibility 

• Countywide Plan – Mountain Region LU Designations 

• A 3,000-person institutional use is fundamentally incompatible with a low-density 
mountain resort community-dependent on tourism and environmental quality. 

3. CAL FIRE & LOCAL FIRE AUTHORITY IMPACTS 

The project area lies within a State Responsibility Area (SRA) under CAL FIRE authority 
and also within the jurisdiction of the San Bernardino County Fire Protection District. 

This expansion would: 

• Overwhelm existing fire suppression resources 



• Create mass casualty evacuation exposure 

• Exceed emergency shelter capacity 

• Delay response times due to bus congestion and gridlock 

Pursuant to: 

• California Fire Code (CFC) Section 503 – Fire Apparatus Access Roads 

• CFC Section 404 – Fire Safety & Evacuation Planning 

• Government Code §51182 – Fire Protection Access & Clearance 

This project cannot demonstrate compliance without major offsite infrastructure that 
does not currently exist. 

GVL Recreation, Mountain Community Alliance,(MCA), GVL Disaster Team, Community 
businesses, and local residents formally request that CAL FIRE and County Fire issue a 
written Fire Authority Consult response and evacuation modeling prior to any 
discretionary approval. 

4. TRANSPORTATION IMPACTS – CEQA APPENDIX G (XVI) 

The only access road is: 

• Narrow 

• Winding 

• Seasonal 

• Subject to snow, ice, fallen trees, and traffic collisions 

The proposal will introduce: 

• Daily commercial bus traffic 

• Supply trucks 

• Staff vehicles 

• Visitor overflow traffic 

This creates: 

• Gridlock-level congestion 



• Emergency vehicle obstruction 

• Accident escalation risk 

• Delayed wildfire evacuations 

These are significant transportation hazards under CEQA and require: 
-Full Traffic Impact Study 
-Emergency Evacuation Modeling 
-Bus Turn-Radius & Passing Capacity Analysis 

5. TOURISM, ECONOMIC & COMMUNITY IMPACTS 

Green Valley Lake is a tourism-dependent resort village, not a high-density institutional 
facility zone. A daily population spike may: 

• Deter vacation renters and seasonal visitors 

• Reduce business revenues 

• Overwhelm parking, groceries, lodging, and public services 

• Create persistent noise and congestion impacts 

This qualifies as a significant indirect and cumulative economic impact under CEQA. 

6. INFRASTRUCTURE OVERLOAD 

A sudden population increase of over 2,700 additional people places unsustainable 
demand on: 

• EMS, Sheriff, and hospital transport capacity 

The project cannot show: 

• Emergency medical scalability 

7. IMPROPER PROJECT SEGMENTATION – CEQA §§15165 & 15378 

Any attempt to: 

• Phase this project 

• Rely on older permits 



• Avoid full environmental review 

Would constitute illegal segmentation under CEQA. A 12x expansion is a fundamentally 
new project, not a minor modification. 

8. WATERSHED 

This scale of increase represents a significant intensification of water demand in a 
sensitive mountain watershed and raises serious concerns about impacts to the local 
groundwater basin and regional mountain water table. 

The San Bernardino Mountains rely on limited groundwater recharge, primarily from 
seasonal snowpack and precipitation. These recharge rates are finite and increasingly 
stressed due to prolonged drought conditions, reduced snowpack, and climate 
variability. A more than twenty-fold increase in daily water usage for drinking, sanitation, 
food service, laundry, and fire suppression would substantially exceed historic and 
existing water demand levels for the site. 

Lowering of the mountain water table is a foreseeable consequence of this expanded 
usage. Such drawdown may result in: 

• Reduced well yields for neighboring communities and mutual water systems 

• Increased risk of well failure during peak demand or drought years 

• Degradation of springs, seeps, and surface waters dependent on groundwater 

• Long-term impacts to forest health, wildlife habitat, and riparian ecosystems 

• Increased wildfire risk due to reduced soil and vegetation moisture 

Under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), groundwater depletion and 
interference with groundwater recharge are recognized environmental impacts requiring 
thorough analysis. The proposed expansion appears likely to result in a substantial 
increase in groundwater extraction beyond existing baseline conditions and therefore 
warrants a detailed hydrogeologic study, including sustainable yield analysis, cumulative 
impact assessment, and long-term monitoring commitments. 

Additionally, the reliance on a mountain water system to support an intensive, high-
occupancy use raises questions regarding consistency with regional water supply 
planning, emergency resiliency, and the protection of existing users who depend on the 
same limited groundwater resources. 

Until a comprehensive and transparent analysis demonstrates that groundwater 
extraction associated with this expansion will not result in significant or cumulative 
adverse impacts to the mountain water table and surrounding communities, approval of 



the proposed increase would be premature and inconsistent with CEQA’s requirement 
to avoid or mitigate significant environmental harm where feasible 

FORMAL CEQA & PUBLIC SAFETY DEMANDS 

GVL Recreation, Mountain Community Alliance,(MCA), GVL Disaster Team, 
Community businesses, and local residents formally demand: 

1. Preparation of a FULL Environmental Impact Report (EIR) 

2. Independent Wildfire Evacuation & Egress Modeling 

3. Formal CAL FIRE & County Fire Authority Review Letters 

4. Comprehensive Traffic & Bus Impact Study  

5. Emergency Services Capacity Analysis 

6.  Hydrogeologic Study 

7. Cumulative Impact Analysis with Green Valley Lake Population 

8. Public Hearings with Full Community Notice 

CONCLUSION & FORMAL OPPOSITION 

The proposed twelvefold increase of Hume Camp is grossly incompatible with the 
physical constraints, wildfire hazards, evacuation limitations, infrastructure capacity, and 
tourism-based economy of Green Valley Lake. 

Approval of this project in its current form would represent a foreseeable and 
preventable mass evacuation and wildfire fatality risk, contrary to: 

• CEQA mandates 

• California Fire Code 

• San Bernardino County Development Code 

• Public health and safety obligations 

Green Valley Recreation formally opposes the project and respectfully requests 
immediate denial as submitted, or the initiation of a full EIR with no ministerial 
approvals. 



Respectfully Submitted, 
GVL Recreation, Mountain Community Alliance,(MCA), GVL Disaster Team, 
Community businesses, and local residents Green Valley Lake, California 

Pat Huckaby, 

CHAIRPERSON MCA 

Date: 12.17.25 

Kathy Benjamin  

SECRETARY/TREASURER GVL RECREATION, INC. 

PROJECT COORDINATOR GVL DISASTER TEAM 

Date: 12.17.25 


